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Figure 25: Identification key to marine turtles of the Info-Pacific region. 
(Source: Environmental Protection Agency. Copyright © Col Limpus, Queensland Parks and Wildlife 
Service).  
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5.2 TURTLE IDENTIFICATION PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

TURTLE IDENTIFICATION PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 

 

 
 

Chelonia mydas  (Green turtle) 
 

 

Caretta caretta (Loggerhead turtle) 

  
 

Eretmochelys imbricata (Hawksbill turtle) 
 

 

Natator depressus (Flatback turtle) 

  
 

Lepidochelys olivacea (Olive ridley turtle) 
 

 

Dermochelys coriacea (Leatherback turtle) 
 

Source: Environmental Protection Agency. Copyright © Col Limpus, Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service. Indo-Pacific 
marine turtles. BPS87-4June1995. 

  

Figure 26: Photograph identification of the six turtle species found in 
Australian waters and Indo-Pacific region
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APPENDICES 
APPENDIX 1 – GLOSSARY 
 
 
Apex  the highest point. 
Body pit  an unsuccessful nest. A turtle body pit that has been 
excavated but no eggs laid. 
Carapace  the shell of a turtle. 
Costal scales  large scales down either side of the centre row of 
scales on the shell of a turtle. Refer to identification key Figure 25. 
pg 43. 
Egg chamber  the deep, handspan-size hole a turtle digs with her 
back flippers. 
Emerging track  track of a turtle coming up the beach from the 
sea. 
False crawl  a turtle track with no evidence of successful nesting. 
No nest. 
Fill-in  the pile of thrown sand a turtle leaves over her nest. 
Flotsam/Jetsam  floating debris in the water. 
Foredune  front of the dune on the seaward side. 
GPS  Global Positioning System. An electronic navigational 
device, operating on satellite signals. 
Microclimate  The local climate, including temperature and 
moisture, of a small area or of a particular habitat, which is 
different from the larger surrounding geographical area.  
Nesting crawl  a turtle track which leads to a successful nest. 
Plastron  the underside of a turtle. The plastron may leave a belly 
drag mark in the sand centred between flipper markings of tracks. 
Returning track  track of a turtle returning to the sea. 
Successful nest   a turtle nest in which eggs have been 
deposited. 
Unsuccessful nest  see body pit. 
Waypoint  a navigational coordinate that has been marked or 
recoded in the memory of a GPS. 
Preoccular scales situated anterior from the eyes 
Pre frontal scales situated anterior to the frontal bone 
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APPENDIX 2 – CHECKLIST OF MONITORING PROCEDURES 
 
 
HAVE YOU: 
 

 Got your handheld radio ON and on Channel 1? 
 Done a radio check? 
 Verified that you are at the correct starting totem? 
 Entered all details on the top of the data sheet? 
 Located the latest high tide mark? 

 
. . . . . . . . . . . . 

 
 Identified a fresh/new track? 
 Identified the turtle species or taken a photograph if unable 

to? 
 Identified the emerging and returning track? 
 Determined if nest is successful? 
 Recorded GPS coordinates for the nest? 
 Recorded all necessary details in all columns of data 

sheet? 
 Marked the tracks? 
 Marked the nest, if applicable? 

 
. . . . . . . . . .  

 
 Identified the end totem? and entered the identification 

details on the data sheet? 
 Entered the finish time of the survey on the data sheet? 
 Entered all page numbers on data sheets? 
 Turned off the GPS? 
 Checked that all the contents of the kit are present?  

(Note on communication log if not) 
 Picked up fellow volunteers travelling with you? 
 Turned OFF hand held radio? 
 Returned the monitoring kit to the DEC office? 

 
 
 
 
 



APPENDICES  

NINGALOO COMMUNITY TURTLE MONITORING HANDBOOK ________________59 

 
APPENDIX 3 – HATCHLING IDENTIFICATION ILLUSTRATIONS 
 

 
HATCHLING IDENTIFICATION ILLUSTRATIONS 
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Source:  IUCN/SSC Marine Turtle Specialist Group. Research and 
Management Techniques for the Conservation of Sea Turtles. 

Figure 28: Turtle hatchling identification illustrations. The prominent white 
edging along the flippers and carapace of the green (Chelonia) and flatback 
(Natator) hatchlings set them apart from other species including the hawksbill 
(Eretmochelys) and loggerhead (Caretta) hatchlings. Loggerheads have an 
extra costal scale
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APPENDIX 4 – NORTH WEST CAPE TURTLE MARKER DIRECTIONS 
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MAP 3: Lighthouse Bay Section 
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Lighthouse Bay Section: Turtle Marker Access 
Directions (MAP 3) – from Mildura Wreck to Hunters 
 
Note: To reach Mildura Wreck Road from Exmouth, travel 
northeast along Murat Road, turn left at Yardie Creek Road. 
Mildura Wreck Road is the first sealed road on the right. 
 
To access Mildura Wreck turtle marker: 
 
Travel the sealed Mildura Wreck Road to the end carpark (lat 
21.78634 S, long 114.16460 E). The Mildura Wreck turtle marker is 
found at the end of the walking track which is in line with the road 
from the carpark (lat 21.78568 S, long 114.16518 E). 
 
To access North West Carpark turtle marker: 
 
From the Mildura Wreck Road turnoff, turn left at the third unsealed 
grated gravel road TA3 (lat 21.79341 S, long 114.15459 E) to the 
carpark (lat 21.79216 S, long 114.15401 E). The turtle marker is 
found on the left at the end of the beach access track (lat 21.79174 
S, long 114.15402 E). 
 
To access the Surf Beach turtle marker: 
 
From the Mildura Wreck road turnoff, turn left into the first 
unsealed grated gravel road TA4 (lat 21.80396 S, long 114.14092 
E) to the carpark (lat 21.80191 S, long 114.13982 E). The turtle 
marker is situated at the end of the walking track heading west 
from the carpark opposite the observing platform (lat 21.8159 S, 
long 114.13930 E). 
 
To access Hunters turtle marker:  
 
Follow Yardie Creek Road past the lighthouse caravan park. Turn 
into the signposted Hunters carpark which is situated just past 
Vlamingh Head lighthouse turnoff (lat 21.80465 S, long 114.10705 
E). The turtle marker (lat 21.80287 S, long 114.10873 E) is located 
at the western edge of the northern most carpark at the tip of the 
headland.    
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MAP 4: Hunters Section 
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Hunters Section: Turtle Marker Access  
Directions (MAP 4) 
- from Hunters to Wobiri 
 
Note: Directions for Hunters Section, Graveyards Section and 
Tantabiddi Section are based from Vlamingh Head Lighthouse, 
25km from Exmouth as the point of origin. Refer to MAPS 3 and 4 
to find Vlamingh Head Lighthouse. 
 
To access Hunters turtle marker: 
 
Refer to previous page for directions to find Hunters Access turtle 
marker. 
 
To access Mauritius turtle marker: 
 
Travel south for 1.4 km along Yardie Creek Road, turn right at the 
Mauritius beach turnoff (lat 21.86926 S, long 114.09529 E), travel 
this unsealed grated gravel road to the carpark (lat 21.80998 S, 
long 114.09548 E). The Mauritius turtle marker (lat 21.80938 S, 
long 114.09532 E) is located at the end of the beach access 
walking track. 
 
To access Jacobz turtle marker:  4WD VEHICLE ONLY 
 
Travel south for 2.4 km along Yardie Creek Road, turn right at the 
first unsealed road: Jacobz South turnoff (lat 21.81753 S, long 
114.09008 E) past the Jacobz access road. Travel this track for 
approximately 500m, until you reach a sandy parking area (lat 
21.81698 S, long 114.07988 E). The Jacobz turtle marker is 
located at the end of the beach access track (lat 21.81638 S, long 
114.07927 E). SOME SECTION OF THE ACCESS TRACK MAY 
BE CLOSED.   
 
To access Wobiri turtle marker: 
 
Travel south for 5.0 km along Yardie Creek Road, turn right at the 
signposted Wobiri beach turnoff (lat 21.83136 S, long 114.07049 
E). Travel the length of the unsealed grated gravel road to the 
carpark (lat 21.82962 S, long 114.06835 E). Travel approx. 300m 
south along the beach to the rocks where the Wobiri turtle marker 
(lat 21.83038 S, long 114.06505 E) is located.    
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MAP 5: Graveyards Section  
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Graveyards Section: Turtle Marker Access Directions 
(MAP 5) – from Five Mile North to Burrows 
 
To access Five Mile North turtle marker: 
 
Travel south for 6.7 km along Yardie Creek Road, turn right at the 
fourth unsealed track TA19 (lat 21.83943 S, long 114.05635 E) 
past Wobiri access road. Travel this road for approximately 200m, 
4WD VEHICLE ONLY. Access the beach and turtle marker (lat 
21.83485 S, long 114.05431 E) at the northern end by foot. 
 
To access Five Mile turtle marker: 
 
Travel south for 7.2 km along Yardie Creek Road, turn right at Five 
Mile beach turnoff (lat 21.84187 S, long 114.05198 E), and travel 
the road to the carpark. Access the turtle marker (lat 21.83928 S, 
long 114.04766 E) at the left corner of the carpark.  
 
To access Trisel turtle marker: 
 
Travel south for 8.7 km along Yardie Creek Road, turn right at 
Trisel beach turnoff (lat 21.84833 S, long 114.03857 E), and travel 
the road to the carpark. Access the beach via the walk path. The 
turtle marker (lat 21.84658 S, long 114.03836 E) is located to the 
right at the interface of the rock platform and the beach. 
 
To access Brooke turtle marker: 
 
Travel south for 9.0 km along Yardie Creek Road, turn right at the 
Brooke beach turnoff (lat 21.84960 S, long 114.03542 E), and 
travel to the carpark. The turtle marker (lat 21.84733 S, long 
114.03389 E) is located at the north-eastern corner of the carpark.  
 
To access Graveyards turtle marker: 
 
Travel south for 10.9 km along Yardie Creek Road, travelling south 
past the Bauden beach access, turn right at the third unsealed 
track (lat 21.85924 S, long 114.02283 E). Travel the road to the 
parking area (lat 21.85770 S, long 114.02147 E). Walk to the 
beach, the marker is located on the right (lat 21.85660 S, long 
114.02085 E).   
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To access Burrows turtle marker: 4WD ACCESS ONLY 
 
Travel south for 11.9 km along Yardie Creek Road, travelling past 
the Bauden beach access, turn right at the fifth unsealed Burrows 
beach turnoff (lat 21.86646 S, long 114.01767 E). Travel this road 
westerly for approx. 500m until you reach the beach. The turtle 
marker is located at (lat 21.86595 S, long 114.01052 E). 
 
Tantabiddi Section: Turtle Marker Access Directions 
(MAP 6) – from Burrows to Tantabiddi 
 
To access Burrows turtle marker: SEE ABOVE 
 
To access Jurabi Point turtle marker: 4WD ACCESS ONLY 
 
Travel south along Yardie Creek Road for 15.5 km travelling past 
the signposted Yardie Creek Homestead (Y.C.H.), turn right at the 
first unsealed track past the Y.C.H.; Jurabi Point spur turnoff (lat 
21.89035 S, long 113.99752 E). Travel in a north-westerly direction 
for 2 km.  The turtle marker is located at the beach at the end of 
this track (lat 21.87348 S, long 113.99803 E).  
 
To access Jurabi Point South turtle marker: 
 
Travel south along Yardie Creek Road for 15.9 km travelling past 
the (Y.C.H.), turn right at the second unsealed road; Shire road 
turnoff (lat 21.89318 S, long 113.99560 E) past the Y.C.H. Travel 
to the carpark, the turtle marker (lat 21.89144 S, long 113.99055 
E) is situated on the right at the end of the beach access track 
leading from the carpark. 
 
To access Tantabiddi Leads turtle marker: 
 
Travel south along Yardie Creek Road for 16.6 km travelling past 
(Y.C.H.). Turn right at the third unsealed road; Leeds turnoff (lat 
21.90032 S, long 113.99172 E). This is currently a 4WD only 
access. At the first cross road turn left travelling south of the 
navigational signs to the end of the track. The turtle marker is 
located after a short walk west to the beach (lat 21.90272 S, long 
113.98422 E).    
 
To access Tantabiddi turtle marker: 
 
The Tantabiddi turtle marker is located to the north side of the boat 
ramp retainer rock wall.   
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MAP 6: Tantabiddi Section



  

 

 


